
Hey!  I’m Ms. Potteiger!  I am SO excited to 
welcome you to the MS 180 Instrumental 

Program!  I teach Orchestra…

…and I teach band!  My name is 
Mr. Heathwood, and we would like to go 
over a few things about our classes that 

will help you CRUSH it this year!

E-Mail: lpotteiger@schools.nyc.gov 
Website: http://ms180orchestra.weebly.com 
Phone: (718) 904-5650 Ext. 32850 

E-Mail: kheathwood@schools.nyc.gov  
Website: http://heathwood.weebly.com/  

Phone: (718) 904-5650 Ext. 32850 

Your grade breakdown will  
be as follows… 

—————————————— 
Exams- 10% 

Homework- 20% 
Preparation- 20% 

Studio Class- 25% 
Participation- 25%

Exams are playing assessments.  There will 
be at least ONE every quarter. 

Homework… Daily Practice on assignments 
given weekly during each Studio Class. 
Preparation… There is a daily grade for 

having your instrument AND music. 
Studio Class is a REQUIRED weekly small 

group class. 
Participation is your everyday involvement in 

rehearsals. 
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I get an INSTRUMENT??!

I’m glad you asked Mr. Heathwood!  There is actually a 
music store that most of the band and orchestra students 
RENT instruments from called Music and Arts.  They offer 
yearly instrument rentals as well as purchasing options.  

Visit our classroom websites for instructions.   
Those students in need of financial assistance or have any 
questions regarding instrument rental should have their 

parents contact me or Mr. Heathwood ASAP!!



STUDIO CLASS!!  
This is where Mr. Heathwood and I get to know all of you 

individually as musicians. It is REQUIRED that we see you in 
small groups OUTSIDE of rehearsal once a week. Why is 

this required? Because the smaller group size is where we 
get to focus on getting YOU the best 

 player YOU can be!

Concert Celebration!! 
performing is such a big part of being a musician, we 

require our students to perform in our Winter and Spring 
concerts to showcase all of your hard work.  
Be sure to DRESS THE PART!!!! That means… 

• White dress shirt or blouse 
• Black slacks or floor length skirts 
• Black DRESS shoes, black socks/stockings

How do you get to Carnegie Hall?? 

PRACTICE, PRACTICE, PRACTICE!!! 
Every week you will have a weekly assignment on your 
instrument and it is your HOMEWORK to practice this 

assignment every day. A little bit each day will be a lot 
easier than a lot on one day, so spread it out! Use it to 

break up the time where you’re doing  
your other homework.

This year is going to ROCK! 
 We cannot wait to see you succeed,  

and of course…. 

HAVE FUN!!!!    1. Come Prepared 
    2. Focus on the  
    Conductor 
  3. Treat Instruments  
         with Care 
  4. Support Your          
         Colleagues

If you follow these 
rules, you will be 

successful!


